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TASK FORCE REPORT SETS HIGH GOAL 


The Kennedy Administration's maximum goal for federal support of education is 
set in the task force report presented to the President-elect by President Fred- 
erick Hovde of Purdue University, chairman of the six-man group which proposed 
annual expenditures of $2.3 billion plus. The minimum goal, which had been ex- 
pected to provide the framework for the Administration's school support bill in the 
new Congress, would be the $900 million a year proposed in the bill which passed 
the Senate last year. 





How far Kennedy will go in adopting the task force recommendations may be dis- 
closed in his inaugural address next week. So far he has restricted his comment to 
the statement that there is no more important domestic responsibility than educa- 
tion, coupled with the observation: "I don't know whether we have the resources 
immediately to take on the whole program. We will have to decide the degree of 
need and set up a list of priorities." 





The task force recommended: 





For public elementary and secondary schools: $30 annually per pupil in average 
daily attendance, to be allotted to the states for school construction, salaries, 
or other purposes related to the improvement of education, the decision on how to 
use the money to be made by local boards of education. Additionally, low income 
states, mostly in the South, would get another $20 per pupil. The task force 
estimates that 7 million children in one quarter of the states would be helped by 
this provision toward full educational opportunity. Also, the task force proposed, 
for big cities (over 300,000) which have the special problems of urban areas, an- 
other $20 per pupil to aid 6 million children. Cost of these programs was esti- 
mated at $1.2 billion for general support; $140 million for special aid to low in- 
come states, and $120 million for special aid to urban areas. This adds up to 
$1,460,000,000 a year for elementary and secondary education. 














For colleges and universities: 





Academic facilities: a program of loans ($150 million the first year) and 
grants ($350 million the first year) to enable colleges and universities, including 
junior colleges, to accommodate a million new students in next five years. More 
money, amount unspecified, was recommended for subsequent years. College housing: 
$350 million a year over next four years in loan funds, plus an immediate increase, 
for this fiscal year, of $150 million in loan funds. 








National Defense Education Act, the task force recommended, should be extended 
for five years, with highest priority given to enlarging the fellowship program to 
increase supply of able teachers. Loan funds should be increased and supplemented 
from private sources. The forgiveness feature, now applicable only to public- 
school teachers, should be extended to all teachers, and the disclaimer affidavit 
requirement should be dropped. 
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Congress is urged, in forthcoming foreign aid legislation, to step up 
caine Sane Gaae  es appropriations for international education programs of American uni- 


NEWS versities and colleges, teacher exchanges, foreign travel, and research, 





to provide funds for strengthening foreign as well as domestic insti- 
tutions which participate in international education programs. Whether 














the rapid technological and social developments occurring in underdevel- 


oped countries will take place by totalitarian regimentation or under 
democratic conditions is an educational as well as a social, economic, and political 
question, the report points out. 


Members of the nine-man committee included incoming Secretary of State Dean Rusk, 
Chairman Fulbright of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and retiring HEW Secre- 
tary Arthur S. Flemming. 





» New York State's education and public works departments, working on a set of nine 
stock designs for new public schools, expect to have the package ready for examination 
by local school boards by next fall. The project, for which some educators have a 
notable lack of enthusiasm, stems from a legislative appropriation of $1 million for 
that specific purpose. Sponsors hold that stock plans save architects' fees; objec- 
tors, including Educational Facilities Laboratories, see no long-run saving. 





Stock designs are a live issue also in California where Salinas district has used 
them in constructing three elementary schools. Salinas Superintendent LeRoy Granville 
urges a "state bank" of such plans. California's educational department is skeptical. 





ba Major weakness of Pennsylvania's school system, says a staff report to Gov. 
Lawrence's Special Committee on Education, is not the little red schoolhouse, but the 
"little red high school." The report says 1,600 pupils is the minimum needed for a 
good high school and nearly half of all high schools formed by "jointure" (encouraged 
by state education code) have fewer than that number. Three-fourths of all districts 
not included in a "jointure," the report said, have fewer than 1,600 high-school 
pupils. Concerning state code provisions looking toward district reorganization, the 





report says, "probably no law has been evaded with more aplomb since the Volstead Act." 


> Establishment of an International Youth Service Agency to administer the "peace 
corps" proposed by President-elect Kennedy is recommended in a task force report sub- 
mitted by Prof. Max F. Millikan of M.I.T. Members would work in underdeveloped coun- 
tries, aiding them in vital educational and technical development programs. They 
would be college graduates, enlisted fer two years, working on small pilot operations 
administered by universities and other nonprofit groups. Task force holds that draft 
exemption would not be necessary as inducement for service. 





> Two Negroes, the first in history, registered Monday at the University of Georgia, 
without incident. At the same time the federal district judge who had ordered the 
university to enroll them stayed his order to permit appeal to a higher court. The 
stay made the order effective for the spring term beginning late in March. Gov. Van- 





diver had said school might be closed if Negroes entered classes. Delay gave the state 


legislature which met Monday opportunity to revise law requiring closing of school. 


B® An educational television bill, to give each state and District of Columbia $1 
million in federal funds for construction of TV stations, was introduced by Sen. 
Magnuson (D-Wash.) and Sen. Schoeppel (R-Kan.). Of 257 channels reserved for ETV, 
only 52 are on the air. The bill is similar to one on which hearings were held during 
the last session of Congress. 





SS 2 in a Ford Foundation report on "The University and World Affairs." Cit- 
== = = ing "revolutionary changes" in the importance to U.S. foreign policy of 
F ONT international co-operation in education, the report also urges Congress 
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PREVIEWS OF NATIONAL MAGAZINES, TV, RADIO, AND PRESS REPORTS 





Dateline: New York, N.Y. 
January 12, 1961 


The School of Experience 


ii The importance of formal education, as compared with yesteryear, causes 

~ the dramatic conflict in a GE Theater teleplay at the end of this month. 
"The Drop-Out" stars Billy Gray as a boy who quits school. His father, a self- 
made-man type portrayed by Edward G. Robinson, welcomes the lad's decision and 
tries to make him a partner in the family business. However, his son quickly 
discovers the sharp contrast of ideas between generations, and stops to re- 
think his hasty act. (Sunday, Jan. 29, 9-9:30 p.m. E.S.T., CBS-TV) 





The Spectrum of Education 





Another kaleidoscope of news and views is coming your way in the January 
Education Supplement in the Saturday Review. Tentatively, contents include: 





"Johnny Goes to College''--an editorial by Paul Woodring 

"Why We Disagree'"--Mortimer Smith, bulletin editor for the Council for Basic 
Education, tells where he thinks his group's viewpoint differs from that 
of professional educators. 

"The Colleges Plan for a Decade Ahead"--predictions from 19 states about their 
higher education systems. 

"The New Alumnus''--by Judith-Ellen Brown, Univ. of Rochester asst. PR director. 
She contrasts the 1920 stereotype of the rah-rah Old Grad with today's 
graduate; he works on fund raising, interviews prospective freshmen, and 
goes to foreign policy lectures at Homecoming time. 

"Conflict in Connecticut"--James Cass reviews The School Bus Law, A Case Study 
in Education, Religion and Politics. 


"Movers and Shapers of Education: #5"--J. W. Edgar of Texas. 
(Jan. 21 Saturday Review, on sale Jan. 17) 











Take Your Seat for “Chairs” 


it Final details, now, about CBS-TV's remarkable panorama of education this 

~ Sunday, called "A Question of Chairs: The Challenge of American Educa- 
tion." Top talent will depict the notable figures in educational history. 
Maureen Stapleton, currently SRO on Broadway, will portray Mary Antim, an im- 
migrant who wrote poignantly of the wonder of free schools. Film veteran 
Walter Abel will appear as Horace Mann. George Voskovec, also a stage star, 
will play Johann Pestalozzi, the reformer who first urged the tailoring of 
schools to a child's natural development. B'nai B'rith (the producer) will 
provide the climax by honoring Harvard, Notre Dame, and Brandeis University 
with the annual "America's Democratic Legacy" awards. A prime-quality program 
for prime-time attention! (Sunday, Jan. 15, 4-5 p.m. E.S.T., CBS-TV) 
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College: Getting In and Paying Up 
The Dollars 


The financial mountain ahead for students and parents can be scaled, 
says a realistic but not gloomy father, in Woman's Day. Prof. Jo Hubbard 
Chamberlain doesn't get out the crying-towel for "How to finance a college ; 
education." He compares it to any family's other major outlay--and you 
can't pay for your house at one fell swoop, either. Discussing the ways 
to pay, he notes definite trends: 1) more students will have to choose a 
home-town college to swing the cost; 2) more schools are weighing family 
means in the scholarship contest, asking the affluent to bear a just 
share; and 3) many more students are willing to go into debt for their 
futures. No moneybags himself, Prof. Chamberlain concludes with the 
budgeting his own family is doing...and reminds mothers what great help 
they can be in the home savings effort. 

(February Woman's Day, on sale Jan. 19) 

















The Sense 
Etiquette for Applicants is mostly common sense, says Seventeen in its 
article, "The How-To of a College Interview." Advice includes such things 


as: bone up on the catalog so you can save interview time for other 
things, be prompt, don't withhold any of the data you're asked for, don't 
be afraid to refer to a list of your own questions, and (wonder of won- 
ders) follow up with a thank-you note. It's a good list for taking the 
jitters out of a Crucial Moment--and encouraging some old-fashioned po- 
liteness. (January Seventeen, on sale now) 











Homework for Adults 


A special "Invitation to Learning" is being offered weekly on CBS Radio 
for the first six months of 1961. Planned in co-operation with the Adult Educa- 
tion Association so that adult reading and discussion groups may use the broad- 
cast as supplementary or enrichment materials, there will be four series of 
programs running concurrently. 





One program each month will explore "Fiction for Parents," a second series 


will be devoted to "Defending Democracy," another program each month will be on 
intelligent "Play Reading," and the final series is titled "Interesting Lives." 
Sophocles' Antigone is scheduled for the week beginning Jan. 16, and a broad- 
cast based upon the Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin will be presented the 
week of Jan. 23. Other notable titles in the series include: Wolfe's Look 
Homeward, Angel, Milton's Paradise Lost, Shakespeare's King Lear, Ibsen's A 
Doll's House, Boswell's Life of Johnson, and Madison and Jay's The Federalist 


Papers. 


























A brief study guide and suggested reading list for any of the series 
scheduled will be made available to teachers. Write to the producer of "In- 
vitation to Learning," George Crothers, CBS Radio, 485 Madison Ave., New York 
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HOVDE CALLS THE SIGNALS 


ye In the days when Frederick Lawson Hovde, chairman of President-elect Kennedy's task 
ze 





force on education, was a halfback teammate of the fabled Bronco Nagurski on Minne- 
sota's championship football teams, it was Halfback Hovde (rhymes with duv-dee) who 
called the signals, rather than the quarterback, 


In his new role as chairman of the Kennedy task force, Hovde, now president of Pur- 
due University, is calling the signals for a vastly greater enterprise, setting long- 
term goals for the federal government's role in education to guide the 
incoming Administration. 





The Hovde report (page 1) has not yet been officially adopted as 
Administration policy. In presenting it, Hovde commented that the 
problems of education are so grave that anything less than the full 
program recommended would not be significant in improving American 
educational standards. Speaking for the President-elect, HEW Secre- 
tary-to-be Ribicoff, who was with Kennedy when the report was pre- 
sented, said Kennedy was deeply interested and grateful for the re- 
port. Kennedy hoped, Ribicoff said, that the report would receive 
great study, by Congress and the people. 








F. L. Hovde 


Significantly, there is implicit in the report of the six-man task 
force headed by Hovde acceptance of federal responsibility for schools as a long-term 
proposition. What is proposed is no one-shot emergency palliative, but a blueprint for 
the first four years of a continuing program. 





In addition to legislative proposals adding up to something in the order of $10 bil- 
lion in grants and loans over the next four and a half years, the report urged adminis- 
trative actions, not requiring legislation. One such proposal was creation of a Presi- 
dent's Advisory Committee on Education, comparable to the Council of Economic Advisers 
and Science Advisory Committee. Recommended also were steps to repeal an IRS ruling af- 
fecting taxation of certain gifts for educational purposes; revision of a Budget Bureau 
regulation dealing with cost computations in research grants; and immediate steps to 
implement recent recommendations of the Science Advisory Committee dealing with gradu- 
ate training and basic research. 





Hovde, 52 years old, was born in Pennsylvania, grew up in North Dakota, and went to 
school in Minnesota, where, in 1929, he obtained from the state university the degree 
of Bachelor of Chemical Engineering. Named a Rhodes Scholar, he spent the next three 
years at Oxford University receiving bachelor's and master's degrees. He also played 
varsity rugby and was on the track team, Returning to the United States in 1932, he 
became assistant director of a new experimental college at the University of Minnesota. 
In 1936 he moved to the University of Rochester as assistant to the president. 





Wartime Washington saw him in a series of vital defense assignments culminating in 
his designation as division chief in rocket ordnance research. For wartime service he 
was awarded the President's Medal for Merit and the British King's Medal for Service in 
the Cause of Freedom. He has had a variety of post-war assignments in advisory capaci- 
ties to governmental and other agencies. He has been president of Purdue since 1946. 





Hovde is _ married and has a son and two daughters. The son, Boyd, is a lawyer in In- 
dianapolis; the daughters, Jane and Linda, are in school. The family home is the off- 
campus president's house provided by Purdue University. Hovde, an active patron of the 
airlines, may be found there on occasions when he is not flying to Washington to meet 
with top-level defense officials, to Indianapolis for a civic meeting, or to Detroit 
for a conference with industrialists. 











Alvin C. Eurich, executive director, education program, Ford Founda- 
— tion, John W. Gardner, president, Carnegie Foundation, Francis Keppel, 
dean, faculty of education, Harvard Univ., Russell I. Thackrey, execu- 

NEWS- - tive secretary, American Assn. of Land-Grant Colleges and State Uni- 

=| versities, and Benjamin C. Willis, general superintendent of schools, 
MAKERS Chicago, were members of the task force on education appointed by 
President-elect Kennedy and headed by Purdue Univ. president Frederick 
L. Hovde (see pages 1, 3). »» Ralph G. Nichols, head, Dept. of Rheto- 
ric, Univ. of Minnesota, is the newly installed president, Speech Assn. 
of America, succeeding Kenneth G. Hance. >> Irby B. Carruth, superintendent of 
schools, Austin, Texas, has been elected president-elect, American Assn. of School 
Administrators, to succeed to AASA presidency in March 1962; Supt. Natt B. Burbank, 
Boulder, Colo., has been elected vice-president for the year 1961-62; and Supt. 
Oscar V. Rose, Midwest City, Okla., member of the executive committee, 1961-65. 
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> Andrew T. Weaver, of the Univ. of Wisconsin, on his golden anniversary as a 
teacher of speech, said "there is no deeper craving of the human heart than the hun- 
ger for understanding," and teachers of speech, to promote understanding, "must re- 
alize that meaning always originates in the nervous system of a speaker and fulfills 
itself in the nervous system of a listener.... We must teach our students that all a 
speaker ever can do is issue sight-and-sound drafts on the listener's bank account 
of experience."" To illustrate poor communication because of poor use of words, 
Weaver told the story of the steel-mill worker who, in his spare time, had earned a 
graduate degree in psychology. He had titled his thesis, "Why the Foreman Hates the 
Boss"; his graduate committee changed it to read, "Emotional Coefficient Correlative 
in Inter-personal Relationships Between Management and Supervising Echelons." Weaver 
advises: "We should strive to instill in our students the conviction that the best 
defense against the ever-present danger of misunderstanding is speaking in terminol- 
ogy which will stir the clearest and deepest common experiences of humanity. We 
should teach them that abstract language which passes over the heads of ordinary @ 
people is as empty as a broken promise." 





PB George Wells Beadle, Nobel Prize-winning geneticist and acting dean of the fac- 
ulty, California Institute of Technology, last week was named chancellor of the Univ. 
of Chicago, after 375 persons had been considered by the university for its top post. 
Beadle, who has been chairman of Caltech's biology department since 1946, has been 
described by an associate as "a dynamo, in the laboratory and out"; his division 
operates in "an atmosphere of amiability spiced with high intellectual excitement." 
In 1958 he received a Nobel Prize, with Edward L. Tatum of the Rockefeller Institute, 
for discovering how genes transmit characteristics. He is a member of the Presi- 
dent's Scientific Advisory Committee, and chairman of the National Academy of Sci- 
ences committee on genetic effects of atomic radiation. He finds time to relax by 
growing corn and raising Siamese cats, and his home near the Caltech campus usually 
has 6 to 12 kittens in the corn. Beadle, who holds degrees from the Univ. of Ne- 
braska and Cornell, and has taught at Harvard and Oxford, was born on a.farm near 
Wahoo, Nebr., in 1903, and attended Wahoo High School. He credits his high-school 
physics and chemistry teacher, Miss Bess McDonald, with stimulating his interest in 
science: "Otherwise 1 might still be back on the farm in Nebraska." 
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